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Humble Addreſs, Sc. 


Me BBETHAEN, | 1 
XEN ROFESSO Rs of the free- grace goſ- 


Bf of the everlaſting love and eternal pur- 

X pole of God, who profeſs faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and confeſs yourſelves to be 
followers of the Lamb of God, knowing peace is 
made by the blood of his croſs, and confiding in his 
perfect righteouſneſs for juſtification before God; 
and through his all- prevailing interceſſion for ſanc- 
tification of his Spirit, unto all holy obedience.— 


Mercy and peace be unto you, from God the Fa- 


pel, whoſe hope of ſalvation ariſeth from 


ther, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Suffer, my 1 


brethren, a word of exhortation, humbly addreſs- 
ed (I truſt) from the heart of a partaker of the 


fame grace, and a partner of the ſame hope; who 


is deſirous to promote the glory of our common 


bling of yourſelves together. If /o be, that ye have 
keard him, and have been taught by 
in Jeſus; you well know that it is your bounden 


Lord, and to be profitable to your ſouls.— 1? | 
have not fo learned Chriſt, as to forſake the aſſem- 


him as the truth is © 


duty diligently and conſtantly to wait upon God 


in the means of grace, and be under the ſound of 


a preached goſpel at all opportunities in your power. 


One would be apt to conclude, that no ene 
perſon, who has known the free-grace of God, could 


indulge himſelf in a wilful allowed neglect of the 
preaching of Jeſus, much leſs fink into ſuch li- 
centious floth and unchriſtian ſtupidity, as totally 


rf 


to diſregard the ſame on the Lord's-day. - But if 


mere are ſuch perſons, their conduct is greatly 
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3 to be deplored; their preſent ſtate wears à very 
©: gloomy aſpect to others; and I am perſuaded can 
afford but a melancholy proſpect to themſelves ; 
for verily Satan hath gained an advantage over them. 
How they can anſwer for their conduct to God 
and their own conſcience , or how they will be 


aVble in the ſolemn views of death, and the awful 


+, proſpect of eternity, to juſtify their lighting the 
_* miniſtry of God's word, and negleCing ſo great 
* ſalvation, muſt be left to their own conſideration. 
hut to you, my brethren, is my addreſs chief- 
lvy intended, who from principle and conſcience 
fill up your ſeats on the Lord's-day in your reſpec- 
tive places of worſhip; yet ſuffer me, in the af- 
fection of a friend, to mention what I have often 
* obſerved with concern and grief, that common 
prevailing practice of coming ſo late to the houſe of 
God, after his folemn worſhip is opened with the 
joyfull work of ſinging, or the delightful, profitable 


exerciſe of adoration, confeſſion, prayer and 


praiſe, But common it really is, or ſure I am, the 
.. conſcientious chriſtian would appear with the be- 
coming bluſh, was he ſingular herein. Pity it is 
the many who offend herein keep each other in 
countenance. Say not this is a trifle ; count it 
not a thing of ſmall moment: Nay, but it is a 
matter of conſequence; it demands thy ſerious at- 
tention, for it has relation to thy God, thy mini- 
ter, thy brethren, to thy own ſoul. Conſider, 
as to THY Gor: By your appearance at pub- 
lie worſhip you acknowledge the duty you owe to 
him; but your coming late argues great back- 
wardneſs to it, as alſo irreverance and diſreſpect 


to the great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Had you great expectations from your earthly 
king, was you permitted to approach his preſence, . 
were you engaged with your brethren to appear 
before him and preſent your ſuit to him, would 
you not be exact and punctual to time? would 

„„ you 
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you let trifles detain you? would it not ap- A 
pear a flight to indulging majeſty? a diſre- 


ſpect to royal favour, if you came into his preſence 
beyond the ſet-time, after the reſt of your brethren, 


while your caſe was hearing, and they engaged in 


addreſſing?— And ſhall we be leſs obſervant to 
our heavenly King? leſs reverent and punctual 
in our waiting upon our God? Shall the proſpect 
of temporal good from an earthly monarch more 
ſtrongly influence than the expectation of ſpiritual 
and eternal bleſſings from our heavenly Father, in 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Father of all mercies, and God 


of all our conſolations? Are the concerns of our 


foul and the ſenſe of his love ſo coldly attended 


to? Do we thus behave to our Redeeming God? 


Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens! be aſhamed of it, 
O ye children of the Moſt High! Say not, 
<« It is leſs reverent to come late than not at all.“ 
Though this plea may juſtify the conduct and ac- 
quit the conſcience where the hindrance was una- 


voidable: that God and thine own ſoul knoweth. 
But this avails nothing when the fault is thine 


own, and in thine own power to have prevented 
it : this God and thine own conſcience are privy to. 
Wilt thou perſiſt in it? wilt thou continue to act 


with irreverence and diſreſpect to thy beſt friend, 


thy Saviour, thy God, from whom thy all com- 
eth, upon whom thy all dependeth; even when 
thy trifling excuſes are as light as air, and as 
eaſily removed as ſtraws? Where is your zeal 
for the Lord's name, the order of his houſe, and 
the decency and regularity of his worſhip ? 

Then as to your MINISTER ; reflect, how muſt 
he be grieved, when he is about to lift up his 
heart to God in prayer, to look round and ſee 
vacant ſeats, many of his dear people abſent, his 
Maſter ſlighted, duties neglected, and a ſmall part 
of his flock to join with him in calling upon the 


Lord? Think how ſadly is he diſturbed while en- 


gaged 
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| I gaged in the ſolemn work ? T appeal to you who 
know (by reaſon of our preſent frame) how _ 
dur thoughts are ſcattered, our attention called oft, 
our fpirits interrupted and diſcompoſed in prayer, 
by the intruſion of objects upon our ſenſes ? 
Judge then, when all ſhould be in ſolemn huſh, 
and profound ſilence, the pew-opener is running 
to and fro, pews opening and ſhutting, perſons 
entring and ſeating: . Judge, I ſay, if you are not 
acting with great unkindneſs to your miniſter ; 
when, by this your conduct, his heart is grieved, 
his hands weakned, his prayers (in a ſenſe) hin- 
dred, his fpirit diſturbed, and his mind greatly 
diſcompoſed. Again, | 3 
As to your BRETHREN; how muſt they be 
affected at your ſloth and backwardneſs to 
duty? if in the beginning of the worſhip they 
were favoured with the ſweet preſence, and felt 
the heart - reviving love of the Maſter of the aſſemb- 
liese how in love to you muſt they be grieved for 
you? you perhaps, like Thomas, not being with 
the diſciples, have mifled the ſight, and loſt a 
bleſſing from Jeſus, which they have enjoyed; 
you was abſent from the flock, while Jeſus made 
' known his preſence to them; while their hearts 
| burned with love to him, they melted in ſorrow 
for you; how do you grieve them by your bad 
example? how do you burden their minds with the 
_ countenance you give to others to follow your 
practice? how do you diſturb and interrupt 
their thoughts, while they are often troubled to 
move, to give way to thoſe who come into God's 
aſſembly while the hearts of his people are ſo- 
lemnly engaged in worſhip ? But part of this de- 
\  Ightful work thou haſt loſt by coming ſo late. 


How dear th' aſſembled family of heaven, 
All children of one Father round the throne, 
Preſenting large their wants, with JoinTaddreſs, 
guy the loved Lord, their elder Brother's hands.“ 
"i 25 A 3 An! 


1 

And in reſpect to YoursELvEs; actions ſpeak 
louder than words. How does the love of God 
appear? how do you ſhew your zeal for his glo- 
Ty, your delight in his worſhip, when you act 
with ſuch ſloth and indolence? how does it ap- 
pear that his ſervice is perfect freedom to you, 


while you willingly abfent yourſelf from the be- 


ginning, and contentedly abridge yourſelf of 
the early part of 'it? How do you ſhew forth 
your faith by your practice? How does your faith 
work by love to your miniſter, if you continue 
thus to grieve, diſtreſs, and diſturb him? Where 
is your love which ſhould abound to your bre- 


thren? Walkeſt thou not diſorderly, while thy bre- 


thren are thus offended ? Surely we are bound, b 
the ſweet ties of love, to give no offence to the chars 
of God, Then, | 5 

Let not this appear a light matter in thy ſight. 
Verily theſe things ought not ſo to be. You 
know it is not complying with the order and de- 
cency of the Lord's houſe. For your ſoul's ſake, 
for your miniſter's ſake, for your brethren and 
companions ſakeput it away ; but above all, grieve 
not the Spirit; flight not God's worſhip ; neglect 
no part of thy duty to thy Lord on his own day. 
Doſt thou till think it a trifle? Wilt thou then 
for a trifle continue to offend? wilt thou not 
deny thyſelf in a trifle, when ſuch great evils are 
connected with it? This muſt argue ſad decays of 
faith, great declinings of love, much perverſeneſs 
of ſpirit, and lamentable indifference to the glory 


of Jeſus, and the cauſe of religion. Shall the 


bed of ſelf. indulgence rob God of the glory due 


unto his name? Shall the intereſt of the foul, and 


the concerns of eternity, give place for an hour to 
the affairs of life ? Shall the family concerns of 


thy houſhold prevent thy early attendance at the 
Lord's houſe? If thy dying, periſhing body muſt 
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Needs be finely arrayed, if thou wilt ſpend ſo much 


of thy precious time in ornamenting and adorning 


thy outward man, which is doomed to corruption: 


(would to God, the followers of a deſpiſed Naza- 
rene, who had not where to lay his head, would 
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hindrance be removed. When God's worſhip. 
invites, it is criminal to delay. 
©. Up, fleeper! from thy bed. At EARLIER hour. 

From ſadder bed for thee thy Saviour roſe! 


u 9 „ Wi - £ I ap 


lay this matter more to heart I) If, I ſay, thou wilt 
follow the faſhion of this world herein, take heed 


thy ſoul ſuffers no loſs: incroach not on the ſacred 
time which ſhould be devoted to adorning the ſoul. 

Thus J have pointed out the evil. The remedy 
alſo is at hand. Riſe earlier on the Lord's day, 
and perhaps every difficulty will vaniſh, every 


o 


Canſt thou think of his Jove, and prefer any: 
thing to his ſervice? wilt thou refuſe his 


voice, the ſweet voice of this heavenly charm- 


er? does he call, Ariſe, my love; my fair one, 


come away, and wilt thou not leave all earthly 


joys and worldly cares behind? wilt thou not. 
make ſpeed? wilt thou not ſhew thy chearful 
. obedience by thy early preſence at his houſe and 


worſhip? Is it for Chriſt's glory. that his houſe is 


opened, his name is , worſhipped, his ſalvation 


preached, his ordinances adminiſtred, yea and for 
our ſpiritual profit alſo ? What motives ſo attract- 
ing to a chriſtian heart? Shall it be ſaid of Hiri- 
tual worſhippers they need a bell to ring to duty? 
you know the ſtated hour; ſhall not love, the 
love of a crucified Saviour wing your belieying 


heart with ſpeed ? Shall not his love make your 
chearful feet in ſwift obedience move? Faith 


makes all things poſlible; hve makes all things 


} eaſy ; love ſurmounts every difficulty. Shall then 
te bed of ſloth, ſhall the viſits of a friend, ſhall 
A lidl inclement. weather, obſtruct the calls of 


love, 
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(8) 
love, prevail to keep us from the houſe of God, 
or delay our coming there in due ſeafon ? 
But alas! the lofs of love, love to God, who 
can enough lament! It is ſeen by [tle things. 
And love waxing cold is connected with iniguity a- 
bounding. God's love is ever the ſame to his peo- 
ple in Chriſt Jeſus. But do we not ſtand this day 
ſelf-condemned before the Lord for our coldneſs 


and indifference to, and neglect of thoſe means, 
which, in the hand of the Spirit, tend to quicken 
our faith and enliven our love? Faith comes by 


hearing. As faith in Jeſus grows ftronger, love 
to Jeſus increaſes. But can we expect theſe 


bleflings, while the means of God's own appoint- 


ing are neglected? can we think to enjoy them in 
a way contrary to God's word? Is not this to 
tempt the Lord our God? is not the tide of ſpiri- 
tual affection upon the ebb? is not the manna of 
goſpel-preaching diſeſteemed as light food? Do we 


not diſcover a ſatiety of foul, a loathing of a 
preached Jeſus, inſtead 'of hungering after the 


word of ſalvation? It is our ineftimable privi- 
lege. It is our unſpeakable mercy, (God pive 
us to ſee it, to improve under it, and be truly 


| thankful for it!) that we have the word preached 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. Our teachers are not 
hid in a corner. We ſeek not our ſpiritual food 


at the hazard of our natural lives, liberty and for- 
tunes. This was the melancholy cafe with our 
forefathers. * We are indulged with mercies they 
enjoyed not. But how do we, their. children, 
improve under them? Oh! tell it not in Gath, 
publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, leſt the daughters 
of the Philiſtines rejoice, left the daughters of the uncir- 
cumciſed triumph. Improve! rather is not a preach- 


ed goſpel ſadly neglected ? Attend but the lectures, 


reached on. working-day evenings, in and a- 
3 our metropolis, and we fhall fee melancholy 


proof of this. Inſtead of crowded autjtories, the 
ON: we meeting- 
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meeting- houſes too oft wear appearances, like the 
| gleanin ng 1 after the vintage is ended. Unpleaſ- 
ing fight! An affecting inſtance of this I was 1 
itneſs to. 
A faithful miniſter of Jelus; whom I heard the 
preceeding Lord's-day, when he preached at his 
own place to [ ſuppoſe about 1200 hundred per- 
Pos: A few evenings after, the ſame gentleman 
preached an evening- lecture in Southwark, (awful 
to relate!) when his auditory conſiſted of about 
two or three ſcore. I doubt not but many others 


deep concern, by partaking of the like unpleaſing 
Lircumſtances, | 
Far be it from me to ſtand forth as an accuſer of 
A chriſtian brethren, Nor would I indulge un- 
charitable cenſure, Leaſt of all would I dare to 
judge any man's ſtate, But in real love and very 
Fuer a I would aſk, Is not this a melancholy 
ign of the times? Where is love to God? affec- 
tion for the goſpel of his grace? zeal after in- 
ereaſing kr »wledge of Jefus? concern to have 
Falſe confidences detected, deceitful hopes remov- 
ed, Chrift alme exalted | in our views, and made 
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from Jeſus by the Spirit, that our ſouls may proſper 
and be in good health FL. faith, 535 5 Probe 
may be revived and increaſed ; our backſlidings 
. ealed, and our ſpiritual ſtate made comfortable, 
Ml «by aſſurance of God's love to us in Chrift Jeſus? 
Say, ye children of grace, are not theſe things dai- 
| 19 and diligently to be ſought after? Shall the 


liches, honours, and pleaſures of a world we 
| muſt ſhortly leave, cauſe lifeleſs indifference to 


them! May that ſalutary caution, Love Nor 
THE WORLD, be ever upon our minds!-May that 


auful declaration, IF ANY MAN {ove the world, 


' the 
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of his faithful brethren are often exercifed, with 


more precious to our ſouls? where that thirſting 
after freſh ſupplies, and renewed communications 
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members of goſpel-churches, living members of 
tions ſuch places afford.) If, I ſay, we thus ſpend 


in. a total abſence from God's houſe, and a will- 


fin againſt our own mercies? As to neceſlary avo- 


 ſenice is departed from you. You find the fad 


45 


(10) Y 
the love of the Father is not in him, (1 John ii. 15.) i 
be deeply impreſſed upon our hearts! _ 


Is our ſabbath-day deadneſs and unſpiritual . 
frame to be wondered at, if all the preceeding 
week ſpiritual concerns have been little attended 
to, and we have been ſwallowed up in worldly- 
mindedneſs? Is it any marvel that the ſweet ſa- 
vour of chriſtianity is ſadly loſt in experience, 
if we continue to ſpend our evening retirements 
from the hurry of buſineſs, in diſſipation, unprofi- 
table carnal company, inſtead of the communion 
of ſaints, and engaging in holy meditations? If 
the Tavern is our nightly reſort, our pleaſing re- 
treat, inſtead of the houſe of God: (I mention 
not the play-houſe, for one can hardly believe, 


Jeſus, ſhould ever let themſelves down ſo low, or 
ſhould act ſo unbecoming their high characters and 
holy profeſſion, as to ſeek after the vain gratifica- 


our evenings, till the return of the next ſabbath, 1 
ing neglect of the word of his grace, do we not 


cations to, and legal hindrances through worldly 
affairs, God, with whom we have to do, and in 
whoſe fight all things are naked and open, know- 
eth each one's circumſtances: If our excuſes are 
ſuch as are juſtifiable before him, our own con- 
ſciences ſhall not condemn us; but if otherwiſe, 7 
doth not the fin of omitting ſpiritual duties lie at 
our door? Marvel not then, if, like Samſon, you 

fee] yourſelves ſhorn of your ſtrength, become 

weak, and the comforting ſenſe of the Lord's pre- 
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effects, leanneſs of ſoul, and great complainings 
of ſpiritual deadneſs, dulneſs and ſtupidity.— 
Wherefore, my beloved, conſider theſe things. 
1 ſpeak unto wiſe men. Bear with my plainneſs. 

| | 7 Forgive 


F 5 
5.) Forgive my freedom. Accept it in love. And I 
pray the Lord God to give us underſtanding in 


ual Fall things, that you may lay theſe things to 
ing heart! May he make this feeble attempt ſub- 
e 


ſetvient to his glory and your preſent good. 

ly I ſhall adorn this plain addreſs with an orna- 

mental cloſe, in the pathetic words of one, who 

„was a burning and ſhining light in the church of 
cChriſt. 


nN- 6 Many love to walk in a very careleſs 
"Ie unwiſe profeſſion. So long as they can hold out 


Zin the performance of outward duties, they are 
ren very regardleſs of the greateſt evangelical privi- 
on leges, of thoſe things which are the marrow of 


Ve, divine promiſes, of all real endeavours of a vital 
of Feommunion with Chriſt.” Such are ſpiritual peace, 
Or ® refreſhing conſolations, ineffable joys, and the 

nd 2 bleſſed compoſure” of aſſurance. Without ſome 

4 * taſte and experience of thefe things, profeſſion is 

3 heeartleſs, lifeleſs, uſeleſs, and religion itſelf a 
9 


dead carcaſe without an animating ſoul. The 
peace which ſome enjoy is meer ſtupidity. They 
judge not theſe things to be real which are the ſub- 
ſtance of Chriſt's ſpiritual rewards; a renunciation 
of them would deprive the church of its principal 
ſupportments and encouragements in all its ſuffer- 
ings. It is a great evidence of the power of un- 
belief, when we can ſatisfy ourſelves without an 
experience in our own hearts of the great things 
in this kind of joy, peace, conſolation, aſſurance, 
that are promiſed in the goſpel. For how can it 
be ſuppoſed, that we do indeed believe the pro- 
= miſe of things future; namely, of heaven, im- 
mortality and glory, the faith whereof is the 
"= foundation of all religion, when we do not be- 
lieve the promiſe of the PRESENT REWARD in 
theſe ſpiritual privileges? And how ſhall we be 
thought to believe them, when we do not endea- 
vour after an experience of the things themſelves 
in aur own ſouls, but are ever contented without 


them? 


N 


8 — — — — _ 2 — — Sq * 
. So at. a ems Ire 


4 mug Py 

_ — Ws . I 3 $65 £6 
— _— ER 8 6. Pt N — 

— — —— —— — 


— 1 
=> —_—— 
- d 


(44% 


them ? But herein men deceive themſelves; they A 
would very deſirouſſy have evangelical. joy, MF 


peace and aſſurance, to countenance them in 
their evil frames and careleſs walking. And ſome 


have attempted to reconcile theſe things unto te 
ruin of themſelves; but it will not be. Without "Ra 
the dili Rene: exerciſe of the grace of OBEDIENCE 


we ſha never enjoy the grace of CONSOLATION.” 
« Others x are who will not deny the truth 


of theſe things. They dare not riſe up in.contra- | 


diction unto thoſe expreſs teſtimonies of the fcrip- 
tures wherewith they are confirmed. Though 
they do ſuppoſe that - m 

leaf they were ſo formerly ; but as for their parts they 
have no experience of them, nor do judge it their 
Aut) to endeavour after it. They can make ſhift 
to live on hopes of heaven and future glory: As 
unto what is preſent, they deſire no more but to be 
E r in the performance of ſome duties in anſwer 
unto their. convictions ; ; which gives them that ſar- 
ry peace they: 9. enjoy. So do many countenance 
themſelves: ig Ka ſpiritual ſloth. and unbelief, 

keeping themſelves at. liberty to ſeek for refreſh- 
ments and ſatisfaction in other things, whilſt thoſe 


in the goſpel are deſpiſed. But theſe things are 


inconſiſtent : While men look for their chief re- 
freſhment and ſatisfaction in. temporal things, it is 
impoſſible they ſhould ſeck after thoſe that are ſpi- 
tual in a due manner. And it muſt be confeſſed, 
that when we have a due regard unto ſpiritual 
evangelical conſolations and joys, it will abate 
and take off our affections unto, and ſatisfaction 
in preſent enjoyments. See Phil. iii. 8, 9.” 
Thus excellently, the great Dr. Owen, who be- 
ing dead, yet . ſpeakgth, in his meditations. May 
God make theſe words profitable {to your ſouls, 
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